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NExT MEETING: Tuesday November 14, 2000: 7.30 pm

Something really different for the next General Meeting, our AGM:
Grafting and Budding Workshop/ Seminar

Almost all improved varietics of fruit and nut trees are propagated by grafting or
budding ontorootstock. Here is something which is not difficult to lcarn, and with many
species can be achieved successfully as long as you know what is involved.

We have been very fortunate in rounding up three experts in this arca, to show you
what is involved and to tell you the basics, they are Phil Ciminata, Kevin Whitely, and
Ron Broadbent . You will have the opportunity to practice at the meeting.

Refer carefully to the attached leaflet to know what to bring and what s expected
of you if you want to get the most out of this rarely-offered opportunity.

Meeting at Kings Park as usual. Full details on attached leaflet.
Visitors welcome, no charge. Queries to Tree Crops Centre, 9388 1965.
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Stevenson. A comprehnsive article on this fruit appears in the 2000 WANACA
Yearbook, issued withths number of Quandong magazine.

Material appearing in Quandong is the views of the authors. It is offered in good faith,
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[West Australian / 2000 May 11]

Spending more time with your chestnuts

A Karragullen pool fencing manufacturer, who grows chestnuts as a hobby, looks

forward to when he can spend more of his days in the Chestnut Gully Grove.

Albert Della Franca, 38, planted his first
trees 12 years ago and is now harvesting a

four-tonne crop from 1200 trees spread over
6.5 ha.

"It's a lighter crop than last year, but the
production seems to be light one year and
heavier the next. Last year we harvested six
tonnes," he said.

"People are passionate about growing
chestnuts and I like the lifestyle. But it is not
a quick return crop."

His father, Frank, 63, planted a chestnut
tree at Karragullen when he came from Italy
in the 1950s.

Chestnuts were not difficult to manage,
but the trunks of the trees were painted white
to protect them from sunburn, and a non-toxic
fungicidal spray was used five times a year to
protect them from dieback.

They were resistant to most insects but
needed plenty of water. "Trees are watered
every third day, and we pump 12 hours a day
every day during summer," Mr Della Franca
said.

The 12-year-old trees on the Brookton
Highway property had reached a height of
five to six metres, but the nuts, which dropped

Just a sample: Some of Albert Della
Franca's four-tonne crop which was grown
on 1200 trees at his Karragullen property.

The first trees were planted 12 years ago.
Picture: Greg Burke
to the ground when ripe, made harvesting
easy.
Pickers wore tough plastic gloves to protect
their hands from the prickly husks which
surrounded the nuts.

Seventy per centof the crop was sold at the
Canning Vale markets and the rest at the
orchard gate, mainly to Asian and European

Quandong Links to
ATCROS

Many of the articles, advertisements,
and news items in Quandong refer to
organizations and people who are listed in
the Directory section of the ATCROS Web
Site, which is at:

http://www.AOlLcom.au/atcros

In thisissue, items underlined in the text
have Atcros reference numbers listed at the
end of an article or elsewhere close by. This
issothatreaders can get more contactdetails.

ATCROS usually lists name, address,
and phone numbers, also fax, e-mail, and
web page details where available.

Quandong: Atcros ref. <A1466>.
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customers. Prices ranged from $4 10 $8 a
Klogram.,

M1 Dclla Franca, who made a chestnut
prading, cleaning and sorting machine, works
the grove with his wife, Desiree. Up to 12
casual workers werec employed at busy times.

About 20 WA growers produced S0 tonnes
of chestnuts a year which were consumed in
WA. Prospects for selling the crop in Japan
and South-East Asia were being examined.

Thousands of recipes featured chestnuts
roasted, boiled purced and ground into flour.
The nuts were used in soups main courses, stir
frics, ice cream and sweets.

They were low infat, highin carbohydrates
and vitamins and a good source of dietary
fibre, Mr Della Franca said.

David McLaren, president of the
Australian Chestnut Growers' Association,
said from Melbourne that last year about 350
growers had produced 1000 tonnes of
chestnuts.

Mr McLaren, a children's surgeon, said
most producers got their main income from
other sources and the Australian market could
use twice the current production.

— George Boylen

[The Post /2000 Jul 22]

That's why people are

nicking plants

A plant growing in Wembley gardens
has been targeted by people making an
intoxicating brew from its leaves.

A spokesman for the WA Herbarium said
a lot of inquiries had been received recently
from people about Catha edulis Forsk,
commonly known as the Catha tree, mostly
from the Wembley area ing strangers in the
yard collecting the leaves.

Wembley police chief Sgt Peter Woollons
said the plant was legal in Australia. Police
werce involved after reports of people
trespassing to harvest the leaves.

Sgt Woollons said it appcared word had
got out among some cthnic groups that the
plant was more common in Wembley.

Dr Neville Marchant, WA Herbarium
manager, said it was rare to find the plant in
Perth He said it was probably bought into the
state as an illegal cutting from New South
Wales where it was morc common.

It was more likely to be found in older
suburbs like South Perth and Wembley and

spread through the exchange of cuttings
between householders in the 1950s.

He said it would be rare to find the tree,
identified by its orange berries, at a nursery.

Dr Marchant said its effects were similar
to tea or coffee. It was also used to relieve
fatiguec and hunger and produce feelings of
alertness and well-being.

A botanical encyclopaedia description
supplied by the herbarium says the Catha
plant is popular with the Masai tribe of east
Africaand produces feelings of euphoria when
drunk.

It says the fresh leaf and twig has becn
used as astimulantin certain African countrics,
especially among the Masai and Kikuyu of
east Africa.

In some cases it is brewed, in others the
young shoot (known as khat) is chewed as a
stimulant and in North Africa the dry leaf is
smoked like tobacco.

The plant is said 1o have a slightly bitter
taste with a strong, sweet taste of liquorice. It
makes the user thirsty and when taken in
excess can produce a stupor similar to
drunkenness. Sustained use can result in
increased apathy and a lack of concentration.
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Tree crops conference gets government

support boost

Organization for ACOTANC-2001, the Ninth Australasian Conference on Tree and
Nut Crops, is proceeding apace. It has been given a big boost after winning a substantial

funding contract from the HRDC.

The HRDC, the Australian Federal
Government's Horticultural Research &
Development Corporation, was set up as a
vehicle for promoting R & D in horticultural
industries. Operating through the Tree Crops
Centre in Perth, Western Australia, Acotanc
has secured HRDC funding which will amount
to $43,000 over the life of the Conference,
which will result in papers and other
information being maintained on the World
Wide Web for at least five years.

"Of course, we are delighted to get the
HRDC commitment, which will allow us make
this a world-class conference with major
benefits", said Tree Crops Centre Director
David Noel, who is also the ACOTANC-
2001 Conference Coordinator. "It is also an
expression of confidence from the Federal

David Noel

Government, both in WANATCA's hosting
of the event, and in the future of tree crop
industries in our region".

Conference Chairman Stanley Parkinson,
the President of the West Australian Nut and
Tree Crop Association, has announced the
appointment of Monica Durcan of Landcare
Promotions as Conference Manager. "With
Monica's solid background in tree raising and
planting activities over many years, and her
expertise in running conferences and trade
exhibitions, we now have a central focus
person to make sure everything goes with a
swing", he said.

“We've been very pleased to date with
how everything is falling into place as we
make detailed bookings and arrangements.
The venue for the MiniAcs will be at
Kingswood College, University of Western
Australia, but the Plenary Sessions will be on
the main University Campus — an
exceptionally beautiful site. Staging the
Conference over the Easter holiday period
will allow attendance even by those with full-
time commitments over the rest of the
calendar".

"We're now bedding down a lot of the
details of the Conference", said Monica, who
has become well known in rural WA from her
period as Nursery Manager for the Men Of
The Trees organization. "Acotanc starts off
with six half-day MiniAcs, concurrent streams
of specialist mini-conferences on arich range
of 30 or 40 specific topics, such as tropical
fruits, jujubes, macadamias, walnuts, olives,
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almonds, propagation, agroforestry, property
planning, permaculture and organic
approachces.

"Many of these MiniAcs will be run in
cooperation with local groups such as the
Australian Macadamia Society and the Walnut
Growers Association, as well as government
agencies such as Agriculture Western
Australia and the Water and Rivers
Commission."

"For the two-day Plenary Sessions of the
Conference, we are developing themes to
bring out situation views, problems, and
potential answers over the whole area of useful
perennial plants as the major component of
rational land use", Monica said. "In WA and
clsewhere in Australia we have major
problems with salt encroachment over huge
arcas, leading to loss of valuable agricultural
land. It is now widely accepted that deep-
rooted perennial crops can help address these
issucs while also providing potential income

MACADAMIA
TREES
Grafted, top quality trees from the
Eastern States. Health-inspected by

two state Agriculture Departments.
More than 20 varieties available
including all the top performing and
newer varieties such as 816, 842, 849,
A4, A16, A38, 781, 783, and Daddow
etc.

Competitive prices reducing with

larger orders.

Pemberton Macadamias <A3260>
lain Rankin, Ph/Fax 08-9776 1046 or

Margaret River Tree Planting and

Landcare Services <A3259>
David Rankin, Ph/Fax 08-9757 2547

PO Box 217 Margaret River 6285

for the landholder.”

The 'Countryman’ Newspaper have
confirmed their support for the Conference,
and will be providing publicity and information
on ACOTANC in every weekly issue, right
from November 9 onwards up to the eve of
staging the Conference, which runs from April
13 to 19, 2001.

Monica said, "We thank the Countryman
for their foresight in supporting the
Conference. This series will give us an
excellent platform to showcase not only a
wide range of productive perennial plants,
marketing options and contacts in the industry,
but also to profile local and international
speakers".

If you are a major player in any aspect of
the tree crop industry, expect to hear from
Monica (or her associate Liz) in the near
future. Monica will be responsible for
scheduling the MiniAcs, and for all
arrangements for the Trade Exhibition, as
well as helping with the day to day
organisational details of the Conference.

"We have outstanding speakers lined up
for the MiniAc sessions, such as Dr Ignasi
Batlle from Spain, a world authority on nut
production, jujube expert Roger Meyer from
California, leading walnut expert Harold
Adem from Victoria, Romulo Aggangan and
Prof Roberto Coronel from the Philippines,
Ray Givan, an expert on figs from Georgia,
USA, and many others still being negotiated.”

"For the Plenary Sessions we are looking
to present world-class speakers on the
techniques, problems and potential of tree
crops and rational land use on a global
viewpoint. Teamed up with the detailed
information emanating from the MiniAcs,
this overview data will form a complcte
package which we belicve will give a big
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boost to a continuing productive, sustainable,
and economically viable future within the
world which we all must share".

Conference enrolments are already coming
in, not only from Australia but also from
India, the Philippines, France, Tanzania, USA,
Pakistan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Swaziland,
Spain, Canada, and Ghana. With its theme
‘Tree Crops: Essential for the Earth', the
Conference bodes well to fulfil its expectation
of being 'The Tree Crops Event of the
Generation'.

ACOTANC-2001 will also be a

celebration. Everyone will be welcomed to a
Bush Dance and Bush Tucker Barbecue, to be

held on the Easter Monday evening at the
nearby Nedlands Yacht Club.

Where better to brushshoulders with world
authorities on nut growing and marketing,
experts on wild and exotic fruits from China
and Chile, and other WANATCA members?

Mark this event in your diary along with
ACOTANC-2001: April 13-20, 2001.

3 %k ok %k 3k %k %k Xk %k %k

Further information on ACOTANC-2001
is at the website, www.AOl.com.aw/acotanc,
or locally contact Monica Durcan, Landcare
Promotions, at mdurcan@iinet.net.au, or
phone/fax 08-9291 8249.

Can you help with Acotanc?

We're serious about this! We will need a lot of help to make the Acotanc-2001
Conference the outstanding success we are aiming for, and we are asking YOU, the reader,

to see what you can do.

Everything from an hour or so on one of
the days, to help with planning one of the
processes which have to go on before the
show, will be valued. And you don't even have
to be a WANATCA member to help!

Together with this issue of Quandong,
we're including a form which you can mark
with ways you might be able to help. Feel free
to copy it for others. Just fax it or mail it back
(you can fold it, and stick it with a bit of tape,
it's pre-addressed), or even ring the Tree
Crops Centre on 08-9388 1965 (+61-8-9388
1965 from overseas), for us to take down the
information.

Here are some of the ways you might be
able to help:

* Offer your time during the Conference
or the MiniAcs as needed.

* Offer your property, or recommend
another property, to be included on the site

visits.

= Offer to home billet an overseas or
interstate attender (Perth).

* Offer to host an overseas visitor after the
Conference at your property (outside Perth).

* Help with one of the planning processes
- maybe you have experience in some special
aspect?

e Chair part of one of the MiniAc or
Plenary (main) sessions, or offer to participate
in a discussion panel.

= Work with one of the specialist partner
groups on a particular MiniAc (eg olives,
macadamias, propagation).

= Offer a poster paper or talk on an aspect
of tree crops you can share with others.

* Help withregistrations, accommodation
checking, site visit scheduling, or trade
exhibition layout.

* After the Conference, help with
converting and editing papers for the Internet.


http://www.AOI.com.au/acotanc
mailto:mdurcan@iinet.net.au
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e Assist caterers during the MiniAc or
Plenary sessions, or the Bush Dance & Bush
Barbecue.

* Travel as an Acotanc representative on
site visits, or post-Conference or Companion
(tourist interest) Tours.

e Help with office, administrative or
copying tasks.

* You namei it .........

Any help appreciated, and we will try to
offer appropriate perks to helpers, according

/' to circumstances. This is as well as the 10%

discount offered on Conference Sessions to
WANATCA members!

*okok ok

Acotanc — How Much
and When Do I Pay?

Well then. Up to the end of this year (till
December 31, 2000), you can pre-enrol (and
get a priority reservation number for lim-
ited-number events) at the website
www.AOIl.com.au/acotanc or by contacting
the Acotanc Office at the Tree Crops Centre.
Youcando this without any final commitment
and without committing any money.

After January 1, 2001, the website form
will change to offer full enrolments at stated
prices, and some payments will be asked for
then. At the same time, a printed Enrolment
Form and preliminary program will be
available on request from the Tree Crops
Centre.

Copies of the Acotanc Enrolment Form
will be sent out with the First Quarter 2001
issue of Quandong (due out early February),
or by request to the Tree Crops Centre, or you
may receive copies from one of our partner
organizations involved with Acotanc.

Costs
These are currently expected to be as
follows. All costs in Australian dollars

(currently A$1 is worth about 50 cents US —
gulp!).

There will be six half-day MiniAcs
(specialist sessions running concurrently).
Cost will be $60 each for 1-3 MiniAcs, $200
total for 4 or more. Lunch not included.
Reservations may be made for particular
Miniacs.

There will be two full-day Plenary Sessions
(main sessions with everybody). One session
will cost $150, both will cost $225. Lunch
included.

Full Conference Package (5 days), $400.

Discount for WANATCA members, 10%.
Non-members will be able to join at time of
conference enrolmentandreceive this discount
immediately (current cost of WANATCA
membership, $54 for one year of 4 consecutive
quarters).

Conference enrolment charges do not
include Accommodation, the Bush Dance/
Barbecue, Post-Conference or Companion
Tours, or displays at the Trade Exhibition.
Enrolment for relevant sessions will include
entitlement to corresponding site visits, but
others may attend site visits (space permitting)
at a charge. Delegates booking accomm-
odation will need to pay a deposit. Credit
cards will be accepted.

Early enrolment will guarantee places in
limited-space events. There is no discount for
early enrolment, and no rigid system for
refunds, though the Conference Committee
willlook sympathetically at the circumstances
of any request for refunds.

Contacts for the Tree Crops Centre: e-
mail, treecrop@AOl.com.au; phone, 08-9388
1965; fax, 08-9388 1852; mail, PO Box 27,
Subiaco, WA 60006, Australia.

Acotanc  Conference website:
www.AOI.com.au/acotanc. ¥
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[Shorts (NRE Victoria) / 2000 Aug |

Scientists on a pistachio saving mission

Department of Natural Resource and Environment scientists are working towards

finding a solution to a mysterious disease threatening Australia's pistachio industry.

Scientists are dealing with a discase not
cncountered in pistachio trees overseas. The
discase, which has only been reported in
pistachio trees in Australia. has caused up to
50% loss in some orchards.

About 1000 trees have died and a further
20% of pistachio trees have thc discasc
symptoms, which will result in their eventual
death,” said Chris Joyce, Chairman of the
Pistachio Growers Association Research
Committee and Kyalite pistachio grower.

It is believed a bacterial organism causes
the disease. "We've been trying to find out
more about how the organism affects pistachio
trees and how it spreads through the orchard,”
said Sunraysia Horticulture Centre [SHC]
scientist Cathy Taylor.

The first commercial pistachio nut
orchards were planted in Australia in 1988.
There are now 400 hectares of pistachio
orchards in the Riverland, Murray Valley,
Central Victoria, and Dubbo in NSW. The
output of these orchards has halved Californian
and Iranian imports, with Australian growers
now producing up to 50% of total product for
domestic consumption.

To betterunderstand the disease, scientists
have surveyed orchards for disease symptoms
and also trialled some chemicals to determine
their efficacy in controlling the disease.

“This is the first time this bacterium has
been identified as being pathogenic to woody
plants. Bacterial diseases are typically difficult
to control. Copper sprays are traditionally
used to control bacterial infections in other
crops, but we don't know what impact copper

. YR

Sunraysia Horticulture Centre scientist
Cathy Taylor looks for signs of a
mysterious disease casting dark clouds on
Ausiralia’s young pistachio industry

treatments will have on the disease. More
information 1s required to understand the
disease cycle of the bacteria in pistachio
orchards, " Mr Joyce said.

The Department of Natural Resources and
Environment has begun acollaborative project
with the University of Adelaide, with funding
from the Horticulture Research and
Development Corporation (HRDC) and
voluntary pistachio growercontributions. This
project will focus ondetermining where, when,
and how the bacteria infect pistachio trees,
and use that information to develop control
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strategies.

"Current losses are at least 5 % of total
production. If the disease becomes more active
then there is the potential for industry to lose
$8-9 million each year This highlights the
importance of DNRE's work towards ensuring
the ongoing survival and success of this
industry," he said.

For further information contact Cathy

Taylor at Agriculture Victoria Irymple - SHC
on (03) 5051 4598.

[The Pistachio Perspective (California) / 2000 Sep]

Californians pursue pistachio
trade duties against Iran
After fourteen years, the California
Pistachio Commission's (CPC) unfair trade
duties against Iranian pistachio imports are
finally being challenged. The CPC is working

MACADAMIA
TREES

Grafted quality trees.
Latest proven cultivars.

ORDER NOW FOR
MAY 2001 Delivery

Shelterbelter..

TREEPLANTING SYSTEMS

Australia

Toodyay Road, Gidgegannup WA 6083
Phone: 08-9574 6163 « Fax: 08-9574 6031

to protect the interests of California pistachio
growers by mounting a vigorous defense of
these duties against Iran's unfair trade
practices.

In 1986, the CPC received from the
International Trade Administration (ITA), US
Department of Commerce, three unfair trade
awards against Iran: acombined antidumping
(AD) and countervailing duty (CVD) order of
283 percent ad valorem on raw inshell
pistachios, and a countervailing duty order of
318 percent ad valorem on roasted inshell
pistachios.

While CVD and AD orders are normally
reviewed on a regular basis by ITA, this has
not been necessary due to the US embargo on
all trade with Iran.

However, in March 2000, President
Clinton partially lifted the embargo by
allowing Iran toexport pistachios, carpets and
caviar to the US. As such, the CVD and AD
orders against Iranian pistachios are now
subject to the normal ITA review process.

These orders are now being challenged by
Cyrus Marketing of Sedona, Arizona. Cyrus
Marketing's president is Mr Gerald Murphy,
a key executive with the old Early California
Foods company, and more recently he has
been involved withseveral USrice processing
companies.

Mr Murphy's petitions challenging the
CVD and AD orders, if successful, would
benefit the Rafsanjan Pistachio Producers
Cooperative (RPPC) of Tehran, Islamic
Republic of Iran. The petitions, filed July 24,
2000, claim that there have been significant
changes in foreign relations between the US
and the Islamic Republic of Iran, and therefore
the ITA should reconsider the existing duties
on imported pistachios from Iran.

In addition, Mr. Murphy alleges that the
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CPC's 1985/86 dumping and subsidy
allegations were never substantiated,andeven
to the extent they were valid, these unfair
trade practices by the Iranian industry no
longer exist. Mr. Murphy also states that the
Iranian government and the RPPC will fully
cooperate with the ITA when the agency
reviews the pending petitions.

The CPC, the Arizona Pistachio
Association, the New Mexico Pistachio
Association and the Western Pistachio
Association all filed responses to the Cyrus
Marketing petition with the ITA which
opposed the review of the existing orders.

On September 6, a notice appeared in the

Federal Register announcing the initiation of
an "Administrative Review" of the anti-

dumping duty award on inshell pistachios.
The review will take approximately one year.

The decision to initiate a "Change in
Circumstances" review of the CVD orders for
raw and roasted pistachios has not been
announced as of the date of this writing. If the
CVD reviews arc granted, it will require
approximately 270 days to complete. The
CPC is taking all the necessary actions to
make sure that the California pistachio growers
are well represented in the ITA proceedings.

With the largest California pistachio
harvest expected in September, the CPC is
focusing not only on the Iranian CVD and AD
orders and the US domestic market, but is also
workingtoopen international markets toallow
our industry to expand exports.

[FAO - Nucis-Newsletter, Number 7 December 1998]
Do almonds merit their own genus?

— Taxonomy of the almonds

I was invited by the editor of NUCIS to express my opinion on the taxonomy of the
almonds or ""Why the almonds should be kept as a separate genus?", in response to a
recent paper by R. Socias i Company (1998).

In their paper, Socias 1 Company
recommended to place the almond species
within the genus Prunus L., and to avoid
considering them as a separate genus
(Amygdalus L. ), as Browicz and Zohary did
in their 1996 taxonomic and evolutionary
survey. I wish to thank the editor of NUCIS
for his kind invitation to present my view on
how one should rank the almonds.

The twenty six almond species (Browicz
and Zohary 1996, Table 1) comprise adistinct
and easily recognizable natural group, well
separated fromthe other hard-stoned rosaceous
fruit trees. When one is confronted with a well
defined (and considerably diversified) group,
comprising more than two dozen species, the
decision whether to keep them as an

independent genus, or to regard them only as
a subgenus, is largely a matter of personal
interpretation. Both treatments are
taxonomically "legal"”.

Most field botanists familiar with the
almonds in their centre of species diversity
(the Asiatic republics of former USSR,
Afghanistan, Iran and Turkey), have kept the
almonds as a separate genus. The list includes
K.Browicz, V.P.Denizov,M.G. Pachomova,
S. Serafimov, O. A. Svjazeva, and V. I.
Zaprjagaeva (for references consult Browicz
and Zohary, 1996). Except for the first author,
their contributions are mostly in Russian, and
are not very familiar to most workers in the
West.

In contrast, horticulturists and botanists in
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eb—in Amygdalus nana
—m=— A CcOmMmunis
ame= A spinosissima
esese A uimifolia
<= A pedunculata
o= A f(enzliana

Distributions of some wild almond (Amygdalus) species. From: F.Kh.
Bakhteev, Vazhneishie plodovye rasteniya (Russian: Important Fruits)

west Europe and in north America, impressed
by the success in crossing almonds to peaches,
apricots and plums, tended to follow Rehder
(1940, p. 452) and place the almonds (as a
subgenus) in an extended Prunus genus. A
parallel situation exists in wheat. Some authors
regard Triticum and Aegilops as two separate
genera. Others, having in mind crossing and
allopolyploidy, lump them in a single genus.
Allinall, differences indelimitation of generic
boundaries abound in plant taxonomy; and
crop plant evolutionists, conservationists,
breeders and geneticists have somehow to
live with the proliferation of botanical names
they cause.

What should be stressed is that as long as
the natural groups of species remain, their
taxonomic ranking (whether genera,
subgenera, or even sections) does not affect
considerably our orientation as to patterns of
divergence. For me, the clusters of species in
the rosaceous hard-stoned fruit trees are

important — much more then their debated
taxonomic rank. In other words, one can live
with either way of ranking. Yet, generic
ranking seems to me more appropriate for the
following reasons:

In my field trips I was impressed by the
distinctiveness of the almonds as a natural
group. This was so all over their distribution
range in central and south-west Asia. I also
came to admire the extensive taxonomic,
chorological and ecological studies carried
out on the wild almonds by colleagues in east
Europe — studies that led them to appreciate
the uniqueness of the almond group. Allinall,
the information assembled indicates that in
nature the almonds constitute a well-diverged
phylogenetic branch, reproductively well
isolated from the other rosaceous hard-stoned
wild fruit trees. This suggests that the ability
of almonds to cross with several other
rosaccous hard-stoned fruit trees was over-
rated when their inclusion in the genus Prunus
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was considered. In short, the distinction of the
almonds as a natural group is the main reason
why Iconcluded that Amygdalus should better
be kept as an independent genus.

There is also a practical reason for
recommending to keep Amygdalus apart.
Botanical naming is binomial. It provides the
genus and the species names to each plant; but
no indication of its intra-generic grouping.
Therefore, if Prunus sensu latu (in the broad
sense) is being used, most workers confronted,
for example, with the name Prunus argentea
would not be able to perceive immediately
whetbher this is a plum, a cherry, an apricot, or
analmond. Exceptforafew learned specialists,
they would have to acquaint themselves with
the subdivision of Prunus, a genus which in
its extended form comprises more than 200
species. In contrast, when the almonds are
kept as a genus, and the botanical name is

Amygdalus argentea, most workers would be |
aware that they are dealing with an almond |

species.

— D. Zohary, Department of Evolution,
Systematics and Ecology, The Hebrew
University, Jerusalem 91904, Israel
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Flacourtia species in
Australia

Ann Oram has replied to a query about
Flacourtia with some information on two
Australian species.

Flacourtia territorialis is found naturally
in vine thickets near Darwin. This is a hardy
little shrub which produces edible fruit in the

| shade as well as the sun. It has separate male
and female flowers, and is the host plant for
the Leopard butterfly.
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